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Congratulations on the baptism!
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This section is a column titled “Earthen Vessels,” where the pastor shares thoughts that cannot be
fully expressed in his sermons, as well as personal experiences (essays). The title is taken from a
passage in the Bible that says, “We have this treasure in earthen vessels.” It’s a perfect fit for Seto City,
known as the “City of Pottery.” According to the context, the “treasure” mentioned within the “earthen
vessels” refers to Jesus Christ. In other words, although we humans are fragile, small earthen vessels
that would fall and shatter if we let go, Jesus enters our hearts and makes us shine, just as a vessel
filled with treasure does. That is the meaning behind this column.

Today, one person will be baptized and become a Christian. Baptism is not some suspicious religious
ritual. It is the same whether it is performed in the ocean, a river, or a church. Pouring water on the
head signifies that the person’s entire body has been immersed in water (baptized). While a person
would die if left in the water, the baptism symbolically represents being born into “new life” by
emerging from it. And the Bible teaches that a person’s new life begins when Jesus enters their heart.
Today, I am grateful that you are here to witness this precious moment—the moment when Jesus
Christ enters this earthen vessel.

There is no doubt that God is rejoicing more than anyone else. “This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). It feels as though we can almost hear that voice from heaven. May
God’s abundant blessings be upon the Chinook family and all of you. Pastor Kei Kurachi
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Matthew11:28-30(NKJV)
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Amazing Grace_ My chains are gone
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The Thing More Precious Than Life

TODAYS Ministry Team
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When I thought that life was the most precious thing, living was
painful. But the day I learned there was something more
precious than life, I became glad to be alive. Tomihiro Hoshino
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